
613 “Having slain what does one sleep soundly?
Having slain what does one not sorrow? <346>
What is the one thing, O Gotama,
Whose killing you approve?”

[The Blessed One:]
614 “Having slain anger, one sleeps soundly;

Having slain anger, one does not sorrow;
The killing of anger, O brahmin,
With its poisoned root and honeyed tip:
This is the killing the noble ones praise,
For having slain that, one does not sorrow.”

When this was said, the brahmin of the Bh›radv›ja clan said
to the Blessed One: “Magnificent, Master Gotama! Magnificent,
Master Gotama! The Dhamma has been made clear in many
ways by Master Gotama, as though he were turning upright
what had been turned upside down, revealing what was hid-
den, showing the way to one who was lost, or holding up a
lamp in the dark for those with eyesight to see forms. I go for
refuge to Master Gotama, and to the Dhamma, and to the
Bhikkhu Saºgha. May I receive the going forth under Master
Gotama, may I receive the higher ordination?”

Then the brahmin of the Bh›radv›ja clan received the going
forth under the Blessed One, he received the higher ordination.
And soon, not long after his higher ordination, dwelling alone,
withdrawn, diligent, ardent, and resolute, the Venerable
Bh›radv›ja, by realizing it for himself with direct knowledge, in
this very life entered and dwelt in that unsurpassed goal of the
holy life for the sake of which clansmen rightly go forth from
the household life into homelessness. <347> He directly knew:
“Destroyed is birth, the holy life has been lived, what had to be
done has been done, there is no more for this state of being.”432

And the Venerable Bh›radv›ja became one of the arahants.

2 (2) Abuse

On one occasion the Blessed One was dwelling at R›jagaha in
the Bamboo Grove, the Squirrel Sanctuary. The brahmin
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Akkosaka Bh›radv›ja, Bh›radv›ja the Abusive, heard:433 “It is
said that the brahmin of the Bh›radv›ja clan has gone forth from
the household life into homelessness under the ascetic Gotama.”
Angry and displeased, he approached the Blessed One and [162]
abused and reviled him with rude, harsh words.

When he had finished speaking, the Blessed One said to him:
“What do you think, brahmin? Do your friends and colleagues,
kinsmen and relatives, as well as guests come to visit you?”

“Sometimes they come to visit, Master Gotama.”
“Do you then offer them some food or a meal or a snack?”

<348>
“Sometimes I do, Master Gotama.”
“But if they do not accept it from you, then to whom does the

food belong?”
“If they do not accept it from me, then the food still belongs to

us.”
“So too, brahmin, we—who do not abuse anyone, who do not

scold anyone, who do not rail against anyone—refuse to accept
from you the abuse and scolding and tirade you let loose at us.
It still belongs to you, brahmin! It still belongs to you, brahmin!

“Brahmin, one who abuses his own abuser, who scolds the
one who scolds him, who rails against the one who rails at
him—he is said to partake of the meal, to enter upon an
exchange. But we do not partake of your meal; we do not enter
upon an exchange. It still belongs to you, brahmin! It still
belongs to you, brahmin!”

“The king and his retinue understand the ascetic Gotama to be
an arahant, yet Master Gotama still gets angry.”434

[The Blessed One:]
615 “How can anger arise in one who is angerless,

In the tamed one of righteous living, <349>
In one liberated by perfect knowledge,
In the Stable One who abides in peace?435

616 “One who repays an angry man with anger
Thereby makes things worse for himself.
Not repaying an angry man with anger,
One wins a battle hard to win.
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617 “He practises for the welfare of both—
His own and the other’s—
When, knowing that his foe is angry,
He mindfully maintains his peace.

618 “When he achieves the cure of both—
His own and the other’s—
The people who consider him a fool
Are unskilled in the Dhamma.”436 [163]

When this was said, the brahmin Akkosaka Bh›radv›ja said to
the Blessed One: “Magnificent, Master Gotama!… I go for refuge
to Master Gotama, and to the Dhamma, and to the Bhikkhu
Saºgha. May I receive the going forth under Master Gotama,
may I receive the higher ordination?”

Then the brahmin of the Bh›radv›ja clan received the going
forth under the Blessed One, he received the higher ordination.
And soon, not long after his higher ordination, dwelling alone
… <350> … the Venerable Bh›radv›ja became one of the
arahants.

3 (3) Asurindaka

On one occasion the Blessed One was dwelling at R›jagaha in
the Bamboo Grove, the Squirrel Sanctuary. The brahmin
Asurindaka Bh›radv›ja heard:437 “It is said that the brahmin of
the Bh›radv›ja clan has gone forth from the household life into
homelessness under the ascetic Gotama.” Angry and displeased,
he approached the Blessed One and abused and reviled him
with rude, harsh words.

When he had finished speaking, the Blessed One remained
silent. Then the brahmin Asurindaka Bh›radv›ja said to the
Blessed One: “You’re beaten, ascetic! You’re beaten, ascetic!”

[The Blessed One:]
619 “The fool thinks victory is won

When, by speech, he bellows harshly;
But for one who understands,
Patient endurance is the true victory.438
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